SPARC Project Proposal Submission Template
(Updated December 2025) 
Important Instructions: 
1. Please read the guidelines carefully. 
2. Please ensure that you are using the updated format for project submission. 
3. Please fill up this document carefully. Insert the signed declaration of the PI and the Co-PI in to this document, then convert the document into a single compressed .pdf file and upload. 
4. The proposal should be submitted through online proposal submission portal only. No other mode of submission will be acknowledged and considered for further processing.
5. Submitted proposals which does not follow this template strictly or do not specify the theme or do not follow the word limit may not be considered for review. Please strictly adhere to guidelines. 
6. Incomplete proposals (without endorsement letters) will not be taken up for review. 
Endorsement by PI (Mandatory)

I confirm that I have carefully read the guidelines (updated in December 2025) and understand the following points: 

1. I endorse that I have read the updated guidelines and the General advisory. 
2. Regarding International Faculty visit, only the PI/Co-PI named in the project can be funded from the SPARC project.
3. The minimum duration of an International Faculty visit has to be 7 days. No payment can be made for a shorter visit. 
4. Minimum duration of an Indian student visit must be 3 months. No payment can be made for a shorter visit. 
5. For regular “SPARC Research Projects”, only the travel of PhD students (registered in the PI/Co-PI Institute) is possible. 
6. During the course of the project, at least two SPARC workshops must be conducted.
7. During every SPARC workshop, preferably both International PI and International Co-PI, or at least one of them must be physically present.
8. At the end of every project a monograph/ book must be written by the participating PI and Co-PI must be published by a reputed publisher. SPARC logo must be present on the cover of the monograph/book. It must have an ISBN number.
9. All Indian PI/Co-PI must be having PhD students working with them at the time of submission of the project and duration of the project, who can undertake the travel. PhD students who have just completed their degree or submitted their thesis are not eligible to travel under SPARC program. 
10. All the information furnished in the proposal are to the best of my knowledge. 




								Signature of the Indian PI 
Name of the Indian PI:
Designation & Institute:					



(Do not delete any section/ sub-section. Write NA if not applicable. Mandatory points must be filled up). 
Project Title: 
Theme: 
Partner Country of PI and Co-PI: 
Abstract (Maximum 250 words)
Keywords (5 Keywords): [Five in number] Key, key2, key3, key4, key5

2.0 The project Team:

2.1 Indian PI Details										
Name of Indian PI:  
PI Institute:  
NIRF Rank: 
Department:  
Cell Phone:  
Email address:  
Nationality:  
Passport #:  
Was the Indian PI part of any SPARC Project in the past: Yes/ No
If yes, Project Number:
Role: PI/Co-PI
Present Status: Running (to be completed on dd/mm/yyyy)/completed. 
No. of International Faculty visit happened during the project:
No. of International Faculty visit happened during the project:
Name/ details of Monograph published (with ISBN Number/ weblink)*:
(*ISBN Number/ weblink MUST be provided. Else it will not be considered)
Patent Details:
Prototype developed*: 
Does the present proposal involve the same International Team: Yes/No. 

2.2 Indian Co-PI Details ______________________________________________________
Name of Indian Co-PI:  
Co-PI Institute:  
NIRF Rank: 
Department:  
Cell Phone:  
Email address:  
Nationality:  
Passport #:  
Was the Indian Co-PI part of any SPARC Project in the past: Yes/No
If yes, Project Number:
Role: PI/Co-PI
Present Status: Running (to be completed on dd/mm/yyyy)/completed. 
No. of International Faculty visit happened during the project:
No. of International Faculty visit happened during the project:
Name/ details of Monograph published (with ISBN Number/ weblink)*:
(*ISBN Number/ weblink MUST be provided. Else it will not be considered)
Patent Details:
Prototype developed*: 
Does the present proposal involve the same International Team: Yes/No. 

(In case the project has 2 Indian Co-PI, please add the details here)

2.3 Foreign PI Details		______
Name of Foreign PI:  
Institute:  
QS World University Rank 2026:
Department:  
Phone:  
Email Address:  
Nationality:  
Passport #:  
Was the Foreign PI part of any SPARC Project in the past: Yes/ No
If yes, Project Number:
Role: PI/Co-PI
Indian Host Name: 
Did the foreign PI visit India as a part of the past SPARC project(s):
If yes, Details of the visit (Duration and Institutes visited)

2.4 Foreign Co-PI Details ____________________________________________________
Name of I Co-PI:  
Institute:  
QS World University Rank 2026:
Department:  
Phone:  
Email Address:  
Nationality:  
Passport #:  
Was the Foreign Co-PI part of any SPARC Project in the past: Yes/ No
If yes, Project Number:
Role: PI/Co-PI
Indian Host Name: 
Did the foreign PI visit India as a part of the past SPARC project(s):
If yes, Details of the visit (Duration and Institutes visited)

(In case the project has 2 International Co-PI, please add the details here)



3.0 Proposal Details										
3.1 Objectives [3 - 5 bullet points]:
3.2 Background and Motivation [250 words]:
3.3 Research Plan [500 words]:
3.4 Complementarity & Justification of Inviting the International PI and Co-PI (500 words):
3.5 Research deliverables and timelines (Year-wise breakup, 1 page max):
3.6 Academic Deliverables: 
3.6.1 Title of the Proposed Monograph/ Book:
3.6.2 Theme of the Proposed Workshops:
3.6.3 Title of the Course to be developed:
3.6.4 Details about Academic Deliverables: (max 1 page)
3.6.5 Details about Potential Technology Development/Patent/Copy-Right: 
3.6.6 Possibility of Developing a Prototype/Working Model: Yes/No. 
3.6.7 Details about the Possibility of Developing a Prototype/Working Model:
(*Preference will be given to projects that are aimed at development of a working prototype) 
3.6.8 Impact of the project and targeted Social Benefit [150 words max]:
(*Preference will be given to projects that are likely to have social benefit) 
3.6.9 Novelty and Scope of IP (max 250 words): Novelty and scope of IP should be specified here

4.0 Expertise Details										
Prior expertise of investigators in the domain area:
4.1. Expertise of International PI [250 words]:
4.2 Expertise of Indian PI [250 words]
4.3 What progress would not have been possible by the Indian PI in absence of this International Collaboration (80 words):  




5.0 Mobility Details 
5.1 Travel Details for International PI:
Number of Visits proposed for International PI (maximum 2):
Duration of visit 1(between 07 days & 2 months) in days and tentative timeline:
Duration of visit 2(between 07 days & 2 months) in days and tentative timeline:

5.2 Travel Details for International Co-PI:
Number of Visits proposed for International Co-PI (maximum 2):
Duration of visit 1(between 07 days & 2 months) in days and tentative timeline:
Duration of visit 2(between 07 days & 2 months) in days and tentative timeline:

Note: 
1) Maximum of 2 visits per participating faculty members can be supported. 
2) Combined visit of all international faculty during the project duration must be between 2 months and 8 months. 


5.3 Travel Details of Indian Students:
(It is mandatory that two Indian students are sent abroad and trained as a part of a SPARC project. Each student can travel twice during a project). 
(Each student visit can be between 3 to 6 months)

Number of Visits proposed for Indian Students (maximum 4):
Duration of visit 1 in Months and tentative timeline: 
Duration of visit 2 in Months and tentative timeline: 
Duration of visit 3 in Months and tentative timeline: 
Duration of visit 4 in Months and tentative timeline: 

* No student visit below 3 months will be supported from SPARC. 

5.4 Travel Details of International Students:
For International student visit: No air fare will be paid from SPARC 
However, when they are visiting Indian Institutes they are entitled to stipend/ living allowance as per following rate (they will be reimbursed based on their actual duration of stay)
1) International BTech/BS/MTech/MS students: Rs 400 per day
2) International PhD students: Rs 1200 per day
3) International Post Doc: Rs 2500 per day



6.0 Budget Details	(In a separate page) 						
*Overhead & contingency will be up to 20% of SPARC budget or 15 Lakhs whichever is lower 
For conversion use 1 USD = INR 90
	Budget Head
	Number of visits
	Days / Months 
	Year 1 (Total in INR)
	Year 2 (Total in INR)
	TOTAL
(INR)

	A. Budget towards payment to the International Faculty (refer to the rate in the guidelines)  
	Visit 1 (PI)
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 2 (PI)
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 3 (Co-PI 1)
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 4 (Co-PI 1)
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 5 (Co-PI 2)
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 6 (Co-PI 2)
	……days
	
	
	

	B. Budget towards visit of International Students 
	Visit 1
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 2
	……days
	
	
	

	C. Budget towards travel of the Indian Student (refer to the guidelines)
	Visit 1
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 2
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 3
	……days
	
	
	

	
	Visit 4
	……days
	
	
	

	D. Budget for Project related Consumables
	Year wise 
	
	
	
	

	E. Budget for Prototype/ Working Model Development 
	Total for the entire project duration 
	(Not for purchase of permanent equipment)
	
	
	

	F. Budget for SPARC Workshop/Symposium
	Workshop 1 
	Year 1
	
	
	

	
	Workshop 2
	Year 2
	
	
	

	G. Budget for writing Text Book/ Monograph
	Will be part of year 2 budget 
	
	
	

	H. Total Budget without overhead & Contingency
(A+B+C+D+E+F+G)
	
	
	
	

	J. Total overhead & Contingency (20% of H) or Rs 15,00,000 (whichever is lower)
	
	
	
	

	K. Contingency (20% of J)
	
	
	
	

	L. Overhead (80 % of J)
	
	
	
	

	Grand Total  (H+J)
	
	
	
	



Institute PFMS Code: 



7.0 Endorsement Letters 

7.1 Insert signed Endorsement letter from the Head of the Institute of Indian PI and Indian Co-PI

(Insert a screenshot of the of the letter of endorsement signed by the Head of the Institute (Director/ VC/ Dean R&D) 

*(Separate letter required for PI and Co-PI if they are from two different Institutes, Same Endorsement with names of Pi and Co-PI clearing stating their role to be mentioned if they are from the same Institute)

Refer to Annexure 1 and Annexure 2 

7.2 Insert a signed letter of Consent/Interest from the Foreign PI and Co-PI

Letter must be on her/his Letterhead and must contain the project name and the name of the Indian PI who will host the Foreign Faculty members. The letter must be countersigned by the Head of the Department/ Dean Research/ Dean of School of the International Faculty.  

(Mandatory: Separate letter required for PI and Co-PI) (refer to Annexure 3) 

(Insert a screenshot of the signed letter of endorsement here)

8.0 CV and other details 

8.1 CV of Indian PI (2-page max): mandatory
8.2 CV of Indian Co-PI (s) (2-page max): mandatory
8.3 CV of International PI (2-page): mandatory
8.4 CV of International Co-PI (s) (2-page): mandatory
8.5 List of relevant projects and publications of Indian PI (max 1 page): Mandatory
8.6 List of relevant projects and publications of Indian Co-PI (max 1 page): Mandatory 
8.7 List of relevant publications of Foreign PI (max 1 page): Mandatory
8.8 List of relevant publications of Foreign Co-PI (max 1 page): Mandatory

9.0 Outcome Detail

9.1 Course outline: (Max 1 page): Mandatory 
Kindly add the broad topics to be covered under the course along with duration. 
(A video course along the lines of an NPTEL course must be developed as a part of the project. For the duration of the course in hours please refer to the guidelines) 


9.2 Monograph/ Text Book outline (Max 1 page): Mandatory 
(Must include details of chapters and topics to be covered)
* It should not be a mere conference proceeding or a book of abstracts. It should be aligned in a manner so that a person/ student can learn the topic, so that it can be used as a Text book for an advanced elective along the lines of the course developed as a part of the project. The book/monograph must be published by a reputed publisher, must have ISBN number and SPARC logo on the cover) 



9.3 Details of Patent likely to be filed: 

9.4 Details about Possible Development of Technology (it is preferable to develop a working model/ prototype): 

9.5 Details of Present or Past SPARC projects undertaken 
(As PI or as Co-PI)
(Please provide details of participating team, visits undertaken, course, monograph and prototype developed) 

9.6 Any other information considered relevant by the PI in support of the proposal:

10.0 Endorsement by the project Team (by all the members)

All the information provided by us in the proposal are correct and true to the best of our knowledge. 

	Indian Side
	Foreign Side

	Name of Indian PI:

	Name of International PI:


	Affiliation of Indian PI:

	Affiliation of International PI:


	Signature of Indian PI:


	Signature of International PI:


	Name of Indian Co-PI:

	Name of International Co-PI:


	Affiliation of Indian Co-PI:

	Affiliation of International Co-PI:


	Signature of Indian Co-PI:


	Signature of International Co-PI:


	
	

	
	

	
	




Annexure 1
[bookmark: _Hlk188975109]  Format of endorsement for Indian PI 
On Official Letter Head 


Endorsement Certificate from the Host Institute

This is to certify that: 
1. The applicant Prof./Dr. …………………… , is working as ………………… in this Institute. S/he joined the institution on ………….. I endorse him/her to submit Project titled: “<Project Title>” for possible funding under the SPARC program as the PI.  
1. The applicant is in regular position as defined by the term “Regular” in SPARC guidelines. 
1.  The applicant will assume full responsibility for implementing the project as Principal Investigator. 
1. The grant-in-aid for SPARC project from Ministry of education, through IIT Kharagpur will be used to meet the expenditure on the project and for the period for which the project has been sanctioned as indicated in the sanction letter/ order. 
1. No administrative or other liability will be attached to Ministry of Education or IIT Kharagpur at the end of the Research Award. 
1. The University/Institute will provide basic infrastructure and other required facilities to the investigator for undertaking the research objectives. 
1. The University/Institute will assume to undertake the financial and other management responsibilities of the project. 
1. The University/Institute shall settle the financial accounts to IIT Kharagpur as per the prescribed guidelines within one month from the date of termination of the Research Award. 
1. PFMS Code of the Institute: <PFMS Details>



Signature of the Head of Institute 



Annexure 2

Format of endorsement for Indian Co-PI 
On Official Letter Head 


Endorsement Certificate from the Host Institute

This is to certify that: 
I. The applicant Prof./Dr. …………………… , is working as ………………… in this Institute. S/he joined the institution on ………….. I endorse him/her to submit Project titled: “<Project Title>” for possible funding under the SPARC program as the Co-PI.  
II. The applicant is presently a faculty in this Institute. 
III. The applicant will assume the responsibility for implementing the project as Co-Principal Investigator. 
IV. The grant-in-aid for SPARC project from Ministry of education, through IIT Kharagpur will be used to meet the expenditure on the project and for the period for which the project has been sanctioned as indicated in the sanction letter/ order. 
V. No administrative or other liability will be attached to Ministry of Education or IIT Kharagpur at the end of the Research Award. 
VI. The University/Institute will provide basic infrastructure and other required facilities to the investigator for undertaking the research objectives. 
VII. The University/Institute will assume to undertake the financial and other management responsibilities of the project. 
VIII. The University/Institute shall settle the financial accounts to IIT Kharagpur as per the prescribed guidelines within one month from the date of termination of the Research Award. 



Signature of the Head of Institute 







Annexure 3

Format of endorsement for the International PI/Co-PI 
On Official Letter Head 

Endorsement Certificate from International PI/Co-PI

I, Prof/ Dr . …………………… , working as ………………… in ………………………… university/ Institute, …………………… (Country name) am willing to participate as the International PI/Co-PI (strike off which one is not applicable) in the Government of India funded SPARC project Titled ……………………………… submitted by the Indian Lead PI Prof ……………………….. of (Name of the Institute of the Indian PI) under the theme …………………….
I am a passport holder of ……………………. (Country name). 
I agree that as a part of the project I will be visiting ……………………….. (Name of the Indian PI/Co-PI Institute), where I will spend at least 07 days during each visit. 
I also understand that I will have to record a total of 10 hours of video lecture during my visit to the Indian Institute/ University as a part of the course that is to be developed under the project. 
I will be participating in the writing of a Monograph/ Text Book which will be published towards the end of the project. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I am ready to host the Indian student(s) associated with my Indian project partners (Indian PI/Co-PI) in my laboratory/ University for a minimum duration of 3 months (maximum 6 months). The student, while visiting my Institute will be paid USD 1800 as living expenses from the project fund from the Indian Institute. I will help to facilitate the visit of the Indian student. 
I have been made to understand the budget that is assigned towards each visit of mine (depending on the duration of my visit). This budget includes my air fare, visa fees, insurance charges, accommodation in the Indian Institute and the remaining amount will be credited to me as my honorarium after deduction of Tax at source by the Indian Institute. 
In case I change affiliation during the project duration, I will intimate the same to the National Coordinator of SPARC through my Indian partners. 
In the proposal I have provided information about my association with any SPARC project in the past. (Do not delete. Please strike off if not applicable)

Signature of the International PI/Co-PI 
Name: 
Affiliation:
Email:  

Countersigned by Head of the Department/ Dean of the School (with seal)
2

