F.No.13-52/2018-ICC
Government of India
Department of Higher Education
Interational Cooperation Cell

Fedk

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 29" May, 2024

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: Minutes of the Apex Committee Meeting of SPARC.

The undersigned is directed to forward herewith a copy of the Record of

Discussion of the Apex Committee Meeting of SPARC held on 26th March, 2024
under the Chairmanship of Secretary, Higher Education (HE) for information and
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To:

e b ol ol

9.

necessary action. ; (@ \J"
L This issues with the approval of Secretary, HE. : W’M

(Rajeev Kumar Sinha)
Under Secretary (ICC)
Email: rajeevk.sinha@nic.in

Shri Vinay Mohan Kwatra, Foreign Secretary (psfs@mea.gov.in)

Prof. Abhay Karandikar, Secretary, DST (dstsec@pnic.in)

Dr Rajesh S Gokhale, Secretary, DBT (secy.dbt@nic.in)

Shri Govind Mohan, Secretary, Ministry of Culture (secy-culture@nic.in)

Prof M Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman UGC (cm.ugc@nic.in)

Prof T G Sitharam, Chairman AICTE (chairman@aicte-india.org)

Ms. Saumya Gupta, Joint Secretary (TE),MoE (saumya.gupta@ias.nic.in)

Shri Sanjog Kapoor, Joint Secretary & Financial Advisor, MoE (jsfa-
moe@gov.in)

Prof. V.K.Tiwari, Director, IIT Kharagpur (director@iitkgp.ac. an)

10.Prof. Rabibrata Mukherjee, Joint Coordinator (SPARC), IIT Kharagpur

(rabibrata@che.iitkgp.ac.in)

11.Prof. Indranil Manna, Professor, IIT Kharagpur (on lien as VC, BIT, Mesra)

(vc@bitmesra.ac.in, imanna@metal,iitkgp.ermet.in)

12.Prof. Virander S. Chauhan (viranderschauhan@gmail.com)
13.Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean, Planning & Development, SASTRA

University (vaidhya@sastra.edu)

Copy to:

14.PPS to Secretary (Higher Education), MoE
15.PPS to JS (ICC), MoE
16.Prof. Budaraju Srinivasa Murty, Director, IT Hyderabad (director@iith.ac.in)



Minutes of the Apex Comittee Meeting of SPARC

The Apex Committee meeting for the Scheme for Promotion of
Academic and Research Collaboration (SPARC) was held on 26.03.2024 at
3:00 P.M. in Hybrid mode under the chairmanship of Secretary (HE). The list of
participants is at Annexure-I.

2. During the meeting, the following decisions were taken:

e SPARC Phase III: :

o A total of 133 SPARC projects have been approved for funding.

o Of these, 99 projects (totalling 95.5 Crores) are from non-UK
proposals. [List attached]*

o 34 projects (totalling 16.93 Crores) will be jointly funded by
SPARC & UKIERI. [List attached]*

e SPARC Phase II:

o 199 projects under SPARC Phase II which were not reviewed
carlier, have now been reviewed by the expert committees and out
of them 30 Projects (totalling Rs. 22.21 Crores) have been
approved. [List attached]

o Of the earlier approved 266 proposals in Phase II, 8 PIs have -
conveyed their desire to withdraw the projects and 26 PIs have
not submitted the revised budget even after repeated follow-up. -
These 34 projects (26+8=34) will be withdrawn and no further
projects will be approved for these Pls in the subsequent phases of
SPARC. |

[ 1t may be noted that the total Budget Outlay for SPARC as per SFC for
FY 2021-26 is Rs 452.2 Crores. Under Phase I, projects approved were
provided a no-cost extension till September 2023; thus, no additional
Junds were required; Under Phase II, projects worth Rs 158.48 Crores
were sanctioned out of which Rs 77.75 Crores have been utilised i.e Rs
68.75 Crores (FY2022-23) + Rs 9 Crores (FY2023-24). Funds currently.
available for sanctioning as per SFC = Rs (452.2 — 158.48 ) Crores = Rs.
293.72 Crores.]

I
i

¢ Overhead and Contingency Expenses:
o From now on, Overhead and contingency will be paid separately.
Contingency will be included in the project value. w
o Overhead will be 20% of project value up to a limit of 12.0 L for

projects upto Rs 3.0 Cr. ( } ggﬁ
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o Overhead will be 25.0 L for projects with value between 3 Cr and 8
Cr.

o Overhead will be 40.0L for projects with value higher than 8.0 Cr

e SPARC Awareness Generation:

o ITKGP along with UGC and AICTE to plan online workshops in
the next 2 months to enhance awareness about SPARC amongst
Universities, Deemed to be Universities, Colleges and Smaller
Universities. ITKGP. Secretary (HE) directed that learnings from
SPARC projects should be jotted down and experiences be shared
during the workshops.

¢ Bilateral Mechanisms:

o MoE will explore bilateral mechanisms like UKIERI with other

countries like Germany, Australia, Japan and Israel, etc.
o Interest of Industry in SPARC: .

o ITKGP will consult industry partners and ascertain the interest of

industry in the SPARC projects

The meeting ended with thanks to the chair and participants.

Hksksk

(2o

M[S’[WW



Annexure-I

List of Participants

S.No.

Participants

Shri K Sanjay Murthy, Secretary (HE), Ministry of Education,
Chairman

Ms. Neeta Prasad, Joint Secretary(ICC), Ministry of Education,
Member Secretary

Shri Sanjog Kapoor, JS & FA, Ministry of Education, Member

Ms. Pratibha Parkar, JS (Parl & Coord), Nominee of Secretary MEA,
Member

Dr. Praveen Kumar Somasundaram, Head of Scientific Divisions
(HOD), Department: Technology Missions Division (Nano Mission
& Supercomputing Mission), Nominee of Secretary DST, Member

Shri Anil Kumar, Director (IFD), Ministry of Education

Dr. Shalia Shah, Deputy Secretary (ICC), Ministry of Education

Prof. M Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman UGC, Member

el et dl =

Prof. T G Sitharam, Chairman, AICTE, Member

Prof. V.K. Tewari, Director, Director, National Coordinating (NC)
Institution, Member

1.

Dr. S. Vaidhyasubramaniam, Dean - Planning and Development,
SASTRA University, Thanjavur, Nominated Member(Reputed
Academician from Private Sector)

12.

Prof. Rabibrata Mukherjee, Joint National Coordinator (SPARC), IIT
Kharagpur (Special Invitee) |

13.

Prof. Siva Rama Krishna Vanjari, IIT Hyderabad (Special Invitee) |

14.

Shri Rajeev Kumar Sinha, Under Secretary (ICC), Department of
Higher Education, Ministry of Education.

15.

Shri Aayush Verma, Section Officer, Department of Higher
Education, Ministry of Education.

16.

Shri Atul Juyal, Liaison Officer (SPARC), Department of Higher

Education, Ministry of Education.
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