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Before we start the interaction meeting, please ensure:

1) You have thoroughly seen the SPARC website (sparc.iitkgp.ac.in)

2) You have the Call for Proposal Document Handy 

3) You have the UKIERI Guidelines Handy, in case you are interested in SPARC UKIERI project 



Disclaimer:

The views expressed here by the Core Team is based on their spontaneous response. 
The final binding will be based on the published guidelines approved by the MoE. 

Also, whatever is being discussed here is related ONLY to SPARC-3 projects. The rules 
and guidelines for the previous versions of SPARC remain unchanged. 



Submitting a Proposal: You login ID you will get from the Institute 
Coordinator (And NOT from us)

In case your Institute has Not submitted 
SPARC proposal before, then ask your 
Director/ VC/ Dean R&D to first nominate 
an Institute Coordinator, who will be 
assigned the role by us.

Please send the mail to 
support@sparc.iitkgp.ac.in with copy to 
Prof Debalay Chakrabarti 
(debalay@metal.iitkgp.ac.in )

Please download all the formats here 
first. 

mailto:support@sparc.iitkgp.ac.in
mailto:debalay@metal.iitkgp.ac.in


SPARC Themes:
Duration will be 2 years:

1st Aril 2024 to 31st March 2026 



About the “Capacity Building” Projects 

• In contrast to the previous versions of SPARC, which was only aimed at undertaking a research proposal, SPARC 
3 enables possible “training & Capacity Building” also. 

• Instead of only giving international exposure to Indian Research students abroad, now there is a possibility of 
making “Research Ready Manpower”.

• Undergraduate, Post Graduate and Research Scholars should be trained “Hands on” as a part of capacity 
building. 

• The pool of people should be picked up from OUTSIDE the Indian Host Institute 

• This is where pre-screening workshop comes into picture.

You may want to invite 50 students from all over the country and undertake a 2 week hands 
on workshop in your Institute of Collaborating Institute. Ideally the foreign Faculty should also 
come and give lectures/ participate in training during these workshops. After the workshop is 
over, you are required to have some mechanism to evaluate the performance of the students, 
and then select a final list of lets say 5 ort 10 students for the “training workshop” to be held 
abroad at the location of the International PI. 

Minimum duration of pre-
screening workshop: 07 
working days 

Minimum duration of 
International Training 
Workshop: 15 working 
days 



About preparing the budget for “Capacity Building” Workshops and 
International Workshops  

Pre-screening workshop as well as International training is only related to

capacity building projects.

For preparing the budget of these workshops please fill up the format

available for “Budget details for pre-screening workshop – cum –

international training”.

In the format, please indicate the expenses that may be associated with

the pre-screening workshop to be held in India (expenditure related to

training, logistic of participants etc.).

Also, similar expenses related to the participants related to international

training (except travel & out of pocket expenses) may be included as

justified.

Other than travel and out of pockets expense, rest of the international 
training charges (if any) needs to be put up under this budget head.



One important condition for the Capacity Building Training Workshops 

Available on Page 5 of the Call for proposal Document 



About Honorarium 
Number of days of stay in the Indian Host 
Institute without Travel (International or 
Domestic)

7 day trip allowed only for Capacity building 
projects and participation in pre-screening 
workshops 

Minimum stay ideally would be 15 days

0-14 days: Honorarium amount 0

15 – 29 days: USD 12,000

30 days: USD 15,000

60 days: USD 25,000 and so onHonorarium includes travel (international & Domestic) and 
Accommodation in India (To be paid in actuals)

International faculty endorsement MUST be signed by Dean/ Head of the Institute/ Head of the Department 



About Honorarium 

Honorarium includes travel (international & 
Domestic) and Accommodation in India (To be paid 
in actuals)

Rest of the amount will be treated as honorarium 
and will be subject to TDS u/s 195 @ 30%.

Respective institutes may place the matter before 
their tax consultant.

Tax consultant will generate the 15CA form 
income tax portal against the foreign Tax payer 
name and subsequently, the TDS is to be 
deducted and deposited to Income Tax 
Department.

• We leave the class of travel flexible (ONLY for visiting International Faculty) subject to approval by competent authority of the Host 
Institute. 

• SPARC National coordinator’s office will NOT give any approval. 



About Overhead & Contingency

In SPARC there is no separate field for entering Overhead & Contingency. It is 20% of the project value subject to a 
maximum of Rs 15.0 L. 

However, we do realize that once the Dean R&D office charges the overhead, it might be difficult for the PI to get even 
some minor bills absolutely mandatory for the projects to be processed from that Fund. 

As of now, we are trying to set aside some funds specifically towards contingency. The ECIIC Chairman is also on board 
on this matter and we are awaiting ministry opinion. 

There is NO contingency 
provision of 
contingency grant.



SPARC – UKIERI Program 

• This year, for SPARC Phase 3 all joint projects with UK will be funded jointly with the UK-India Education and 
Research Initiative (UKIERI) programme, which is a bilateral programme between Governments of India and the UK. 

• It has been decided to align Phase 4 of UKIERI with the SPARC Phase-III guidelines. 

• The Institute in this regard, to coordinate with the British Council under UKIERI programme will be IISc working 
through SPARC Secretariat & approved SPARC Phase-III guidelines

Strand 1 (Research Projects): Semiconductors, Artificial Intelligence, Advance Computing and Next Gen Communication

Strand 3 (Capacity Building Projects): Related to Energy, Sustainability and Climate Change

What it means that joint proposals with UK will be accepted ONLY in these themes. (As per Ministry Decision)

No UK Co-PI travel can be funded through SPARC if the proposal falls outside the Overlapping Domains with UKIERI.

However, if there is overlap with UKIERI and there is a non UK Co-PI, her/his travel can be charged to SPARC.

Prof. Rajesh Sundaresan, IISc Bangalore is the Coordinator for the SPARC – UKIERI proposals.  



SPARC – UKIERI Additional Points  

• However, if you Read carefully the UKIERI funding is available only up to March 2025.

Other Subtle Differences in SPARC – UKIERI due to UKIERI funding are as follows:

1) International student Air Fare will be funded by UKIERI (in regular SPARC grant there is NO provision of Air Fare for 
International Student). 

2) International Faculty Air Fare to be funded by UKIERI (in a regular SPARC grant it is to be charged to SPARC project 
fund) 

3) Indian Faculty visiting UK will get GBP 1700 per month as sustenance fee from UKIERI (in a regular SPARC grant 
there is no such provision) 

4) Indian student visiting UK will get GBP 800 per month as sustenance fee from UKIERI (in a regular SPARC grant it is 
USD 1000 per month and t be charged to SPARC grant)

In regular SPARC grant as well as SPARC – UKIERI grant, the travel of Indian Faculty is NOT funded from the project.* 



Point 1:

Looking at the Budgetary Constraints, the PIs may plan the project as follows: 

The UK faculty and students visits by March 2025, so that their travel can be charged to UKIERI. 

If it is absolutely essential for UK faculty to visit After April 2025, the travel may be proposed to SPARC. 

No provision in SPARC for funding travel of UK student. 

Response from British Council:

In country cost to be borne by the partner institute which means UK cost to be borne by UK HEI and India cost to be borne by India side. 
However, post 2025 we are asking UK HEIs to make in kind contribution in terms of travel and will request SPARC to bear the cost which 
they can within the SPARC guidelines

SPARC – UKIERI Additional Points  

SAME proposal has to uploaded at SPARC and UKIERI Portal



Many Institutes who have participated in SPARC Phase 1 are yet to Submit UC and “Details of Achievements”. 

These factors will be considered during evaluation of the projects under Phase 3. 

We are earnestly requesting all Faculty members present here to contact their Institute Coordinators and please check 

with them that the UC for Phase 1 for all projects and Revised Budget for all projects of Phase 2 have been submitted 

to the SPARC office. 

Institutes who have participated in Phase 1 and Phase 2

Monograph writing is compulsory 

You can keep budget for prototype development. But if you have budget under this head, then there MUST be a working 
Model/ prototype

E-mail queries: support@sparc.iitkgp.ac.in with a copy to rabibrata@che.iitkgp.ac.in
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